
 

 

Dear Parents,  

Summer reading accomplishes several objectives for our English and 
History programs at Gateway Academy. It allows for longer, reflective reading 
opportunities -- an important step in preparation for success in your student’s 
academic studies and future endeavors. 

We want to encourage our Gateway students to continue reading 
throughout the summer by choosing books from the compiled attached list. This 
year’s list includes a variety of books with different themes and genres for your 
child to choose from.  All summer reading books must not have been read 
previously and must be the original, complete version.   Incoming fifth grade 
students are required to read two books, one from the Fiction Summer Reading 
List and one from the Non-fiction Summer Reading List. 

We recommend that your student read throughout the entire summer and 
start with their fiction selection.  It would be best if their non-fiction selection was 
completed closer to the start of school.  To document their reading progress, 
students are to write a one paragraph summary in a composition notebook for 
each chapter of both books read. The non-fiction book will also be used as the 
basis for a writing assignment during the first weeks of school which is why that 
book is best read close to the start of school.  Each student’s summer reading 
grade will be comprised of these assignments. 

Just like athletes are made in the off-season, readers and writers are often 
made in the summer.  Please encourage your student to take advantage of their 
extra summer free time to read, and their craft of writing and reading will 
improve for the new school year!  Assignment detail and specifics are outlined on 
the following pages.  

 

 

 



Paragraph Summary Specifics 

 
Each paragraph should consist of at least 5 sentences that will help you remember 
the key ideas of the book. 
 
As you read each chapter and write your paragraph about each chapter,  
take note of: 
 
Fiction 

• character development 
• problems & solutions 
• setting  
• how the story grows and changes 

Non-fiction 

 -important events in that person’s life 

 -ways that person helped others and how they changed 

 -problems & solutions 

Remember you will write an additional report about your non-fiction book once 
school begins, so make sure you write about the most important parts in your 
summaries. 

 

 



FICTION SUMMER READING LIST (read at least ONE) 

Under each title, I have included a brief summary and I have listed the AR level for reference on 
the fiction books. 

Pax by Sara Pennypacker (AR level 5.3) 
Pax was only a kit when his family was killed, and “his boy” Peter rescued him from abandonment 
and certain death. Now the war front approaches, and when Peter’s father enlists, Peter has to 
move in with his grandpa. Far worse than being forced to leave home is the fact that Pax can’t go. 
Peter listens to his stern father—as he usually does—and throws Pax’s favorite toy soldier into the 
woods. When the fox runs to retrieve it, Peter and his dad get back in the car and leave him there—
alone. But before Peter makes it through even one night under his grandfather’s roof, regret and 
duty spur him to action; he packs for a trek to get his best friend back and sneaks into the night. 
This is the story of Peter, Pax, and their independent struggles to return to one another against all 
odds. Told from the alternating viewpoints of Peter and Pax. 

Out of My Mind by Sharon M. Draper (AR level 4.3) 
Melody	is	not	like	most	people.	She	cannot	walk	or	talk,	but	she	has	a	photographic	memory;	she	can	
remember	every	detail	of	everything	she	has	ever	experienced.	She	is	smarter	than	most	of	the	adults	who	
try	to	diagnose	her	and	smarter	than	her	classmates	in	her	integrated	classroom	-	the	very	same	classmates	
who	dismiss	her	as	mentally	challenged	because	she	cannot	tell	them	otherwise.	But	Melody	refuses	to	be	
defined	by	cerebral	palsy.	And	she's	determined	to	let	everyone	know	it	-	somehow.	
	
In	this	breakthrough	story,	reminiscent	of	The	Diving	Bell	and	the	Butterfly,	from	multiple	Coretta	Scott	
King	Award-winner	Sharon	Draper,	readers	will	come	to	know	a	brilliant	mind	and	a	brave	spirit	who	will	
change	forever	how	they	look	at	anyone	with	a	disability.	

Listening for Lions by Gloria Whelan, Brett Helquist (AR level 5.7) 

Africa	is	the	only	home	Rachel	Sheridan	has	ever	known.	But	when	influenza	strikes	down	her	missionary	
parents,	she	is	left	vulnerable	prey	to	her	family's	wicked	neighbors.	Surrounded	by	greed	and	lies,	Rachel	is	
entangled	in	a	criminal	scheme	and	sent	to	England,	where	she	is	forced	into	a	life	of	deception.	Like	the	
lion,	she	must	be	patient	and	strong,	awaiting	the	moment	when	she	can	take	control	of	her	own	fate—and	
find	her	way	home	again	at	last.	

Jackaby by William Ritter (AR level 6.2) 
Newly	arrived	in	New	Fiddleham,	New	England,	1892,	and	in	need	of	a	job,	Abigail	Rook	meets	R.	F.	
Jackaby,	an	investigator	of	the	unexplained	with	a	keen	eye	for	the	extraordinary--including	the	ability	to	
see	supernatural	beings.	Abigail	has	a	gift	for	noticing	ordinary	but	important	details,	which	makes	her	
perfect	for	the	position	of	Jackaby’s	assistant.	On	her	first	day,	Abigail	finds	herself	in	the	midst	of	a	thrilling	
case:	A	serial	killer	is	on	the	loose.	The	police	are	convinced	it’s	an	ordinary	villain,	but	Jackaby	is	certain	
it’s	a	nonhuman	creature,	whose	existence	the	police--with	the	exception	of	a	handsome	young	detective	
named	Charlie	Cane--deny.	
	
Doctor	Who	meets	Sherlock	in	William	Ritter’s	debut	novel,	which	features	a	detective	of	the	paranormal	as	
seen	through	the	eyes	of	his	adventurous	and	intelligent	assistant	in	a	tale	brimming	with	cheeky	humor	
and	a	dose	of	the	macabre.	



President of the Whole Fifth Grade by Sherri Winston (AR level 
4.8) 

When	Brianna	Justice's	hero,	the	famous	celebrity	chef	Miss	Delicious,	speaks	at	her	school	and	traces	her	
own	success	back	to	being	president	of	her	fifth	grade	class,	Brianna	determines	she	must	do	the	same.	She	
just	knows	that	becoming	president	of	her	class	is	the	first	step	toward	her	own	cupcake-baking	empire!	
	
But	when	new	student	Jasmine	Moon	announces	she	is	also	running	for	president,	Brianna	learns	that	she	
may	have	more	competition	than	she	expected.	Will	Brianna	be	able	to	stick	to	her	plan	of	working	with	her	
friends	to	win	the	election	fairly?	Or	will	she	jump	at	the	opportunity	to	steal	votes	from	Jasmine	by	
revealing	an	embarrassing	secret?	
	
This	hilarious,	heartfelt	novel	will	appeal	to	any	reader	with	big	dreams,	and	the	determination	to	achieve	
them. 

Escape from Mr. Lemoncello’s Library by Chris Grabenstein  
(AR level 4.5) 

Kyle Keeley is the class clown, popular with most kids, (if not the teachers), and an ardent fan of all 
games: board games, word games, and particularly video games. His hero, Luigi Lemoncello, the 
most notorious and creative gamemaker in the world, just so happens to be the genius behind the 
building of the new town library.	
	
Lucky Kyle wins a coveted spot to be one of the first 12 kids in the library for an overnight of fun, 
food, and lots and lots of games. But when morning comes, the doors remain locked. Kyle and the 
other winners must solve every clue and every secret puzzle to find the hidden escape route. And 
the stakes are very high.	
	
In this cross between Charlie	and	the	Chocolate	Factory and A	Night	in	the	Museum, Agatha Award 
winner Chris Grabenstein uses rib-tickling humor to create the perfect tale for his quirky 
characters. Old fans and new readers will become enthralled with the crafty twists and turns of 
this ultimate library experience. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



NON-FICTION SUMMER READING LIST (read at least 
ONE) 
These books are all written by Janet & Geoff Benge and can be easily ordered on 
Amazon. 

Billy Graham: America’s Pastor  

Corrie Ten Boom: Keeper of the Angels’ Den 

Clara Barton: Courage Under Fire  

Benjamin Franklin: Live Wire 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


